Parent Letter: What the New Choices Mean
Dear Families,
Every year we ask you about photographs and video of your child. This year the form looks different, and I want to explain why.
Our schools are full of things worth seeing: a kindergarten class that just learned to read a clock, a robotics team the night before a competition, a music teacher's first concert of the year. Short videos let every family in [District] see what goes on inside the building — not only the families who happen to be in the room. Many of you have told us you want more of that, not less.
Some of you have also told us you don't want your child featured. We hear that too. Until now our form only let you say "no photos at all," which left us with a hard choice: skip filming the room, or film it and leave your child out of something their classmates were part of. Neither was right.
So now there are three choices.
Featured means your child can be interviewed, named by first name, and shown up close. This is what most families choose.
Background means your child is in the room like everyone else, but we will never interview your child, never name your child, and never hold the camera on your child. Your child may be visible in the background or in a wide shot of the classroom or the gym — the way anyone is visible in a room full of people. We will not single your child out, and if you ever see something you think features your child, tell us and we will fix it within [__] school days.
Off Camera means we will not record your child at all. Before any filming, your child's teacher will know, and your child will be asked to step out of the area being filmed. This choice is here for families with a safety reason, such as a custody or protective order. You do not have to tell us why you chose it.
A few things are true for everyone. The yearbook is its own choice on the form. We use first names only, unless you have agreed to a recognition piece. Our videos live on the district website and in our newsletters; we do not post children to social media. [Keep this sentence only if the district has adopted the Brevidee "never on social media" stance; otherwise delete.] You can change your choice at any time, and we will confirm in writing when we receive your form.
If no form comes back, the Featured choice applies, so please take a minute and return it.
Thank you for trusting us with your children, and for helping the whole community see the good work they do every day.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]




